Hero Unit

Genres-Tall Tales, Folktales, Fairy Tales, Myths and Legends

(Focus on Genres, Plot, Character, Conflict and Setting)

Materials Needed- worksheets, DVD-Dream Big (T.A. Barrons), Legends, Tall Tale, United Streaming Videos, picture books 

hero
Dream Big
Tall Tales
A.  Elements of a Tall Tale
· The story is set in the American frontier.
· The hero is a larger-than-life character who often has special skills or superpowers. 
· The hero must solve a problem or overcome an obstacle that benefits mankind.
· The story has many exaggerations that are described in great detail.
· The plot uses humor and lots of action.
Select a Tall Tale-complete the worksheet

1. a person of distinguished courage or ability, admired for their brave deeds and noble qualities. 

 2. a person who, in the opinion of others, has heroic qualities or has performed a heroic act and is regarded as a model or ideal
Notes on Dream Big
1.
2.
3.
4.
Disney Legends-DVD Casey Jones
Take notes on worksheet
Folk Tales

B.  Common elements found in folktales. 
· involves superhuman strength or talent 
· often a simple story line with simple characters 
· talking animals or creatures
· element of magic, journey, or a wish 
· often has a message or value connection 
Select a Folk Tale-complete the worksheet

******************************

Fairy Tales

C.  Common elements of Fairy Tales
· Does NOT need to include fairies.
· Set in the past-usually significantly long ago.  May be presented as a historical fact from the past.
· Typically incorporate clearly defined good characters and evil characters
· Involves magic elements, which may be magical people, animals, or objects

· Magic may be positive or negative.
· May include objects, people or events in threes.
· Focus the plot on a problem or conflict that needs to be solved.
· Often have happy endings, based on the resolution of the conflict of problem.
· Usually teach a lesson or demonstrate values important to the culture
Select a Fairy Tale-complete the worksheet
U.S. American Indian-Turkey Girl (4:25)

Take notes on worksheet
U.S.  Fairy Tales-Nightingale (25:00) 

Take notes on worksheet

Myth
D.  Elements of a Myth
· A story with a purpose. It tries to explain the way the world is.  
· Myths also try to explain the relationship between gods and humans. 
· They try to send a message that has an important social or religious meaning. Even though the events in a myth are usually impossible.  
· Gods and goddesses may be involved.

· Hero orders the world

· Hero turns beings into animals. 
· Beings become landmarks

· Hero provides for order and change

· Hero shows us the underside of life

 Select a Myth-complete the worksheet
******************************
Legend
E.  Elements of a Legend?

Johnny Appleseed and Davy Crockett were actual people.  The stories of their life were soon exaggerated and re-told until they became folk heroes.

· A traditional tale handed down from earlier times and believed to have an historical basis. A legend is an oral prose narrative. 

· A legend is a story which is believed to be a true life story. 

· The characters in a legend are real or known people. 
Select a Legend-complete the worksheet
U.S.  Myth-Pandora's Box (4:43)
Take notes on worksheet

Legend-The Vanishing Hitchhiker
Take notes on worksheet
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