Reading-Section 3                                                                                                       Questioning-QARS

Gohan and Aochan
TOKYO - Gohan and Aochan make strange bedfellows: one's a 3.5-inch dwarf hamster; the other is a four-foot rat snake. Zookeepers at Tokyo's Mutsugoro Okoku zoo presented the hamster — whose name means "meal" in Japanese — to Aochan as a tasty morsel in October, after the snake refused to eat frozen mice. 

But instead of indulging, Aochan decided to make friends with the furry rodent, according to keeper Kazuya Yamamoto. The pair have shared a cage since.

"I've never seen anything like it. Gohan sometimes even climbs onto Aochan to take a nap on his back," Yamamoto said.

Aochan, a 2-year-old male Japanese rat snake, eventually developed an appetite for frozen rodents but has so far shown no signs of gobbling up Gohan — despite her name.

"We named her Gohan as a joke," Yamamoto chuckled. "But I don't think there's any danger. Aochan seems to enjoy Gohan's company very much."

The Tokyo zoo also keeps a range of mostly livestock animals, and promotes "cross-breed interaction," according to Yamamoto.

But Gohan and Aochan's case was "was a complete accident," Yamamoto said.  

 * * * * * * 
Mouse thrown into fire sets home ablaze

January 8, 2006

FORT SUMNER, N.M. --A mouse got its revenge against a homeowner who tried to dispose of it in a pile of burning leaves. The blazing creature ran back to the man's house and set it on fire.

Luciano Mares, 81, of Fort Sumner said he caught the mouse inside his house and wanted to get rid of it.

"I had some leaves burning outside, so I threw it in the fire, and the mouse was on fire and ran back at the house," Mares said from a motel room Saturday.

Village Fire Chief Juan Chavez said the burning mouse ran to just beneath a window, and the flames spread up from there and throughout the house.

No was hurt inside, but the home and everything in it was destroyed.

Unseasonably dry and windy conditions have charred more than 53,000 acres and destroyed 10 homes in southeastern New Mexico in recent weeks.

"I've seen numerous house fires," village Fire Department Capt. Jim Lyssy said, "but nothing as unique as this one." 

RT-Define who is in the story?

RT-Observe what the relationship is between these two animals?

RT-List where the story took place?

RT-Name when the relationship began?

RT-Describe why these two are friends?

* * * * * *
RT-List who is involved in this story?

RT-Describe what happened?

 RT-Observe where the story took place? (time too)
RT-Describe when this story occurred?

RT-Define the word “dispose?”
Woman says she found python in her potty

 Oct 17, 9:22 PM ET 

NEW YORK - Call it a pre-Halloween apparition: Python in potty. That's what a Brooklyn woman said she discovered as she was washing her hands in her third-floor bathroom one morning, before dawn. 

Peeking out from the toilet were the eyes of a python, its 7-foot-long body hidden in the pipes, Nadege Brunacci told the Daily News.

"I turned on the light and screamed," she told the Daily News. "It still makes my heart race."

Brunacci slammed down the lid, put a heavy box on top of the toilet and began calling for help, which came from her landlord and firefighters. Plumbers had to tear apart the downstairs neighbor's pipes to capture the snake, she said.

Brunacci says she gave the snake to a friend who keeps it as a pet and named it after her.

Brunacci, 38, a restaurant owner, says she started using her daughter's training toilet after Monday's incident. And when she brushes her teeth, she told the News, "I'm looking over my shoulder."

* * * * *

Woman, 72, orders bears out of her kitchen

VAIL, Colo. - A 72-year-old woman making pot roast in her kitchen discovered uninvited guests in her home Thursday: a bear and her cub.

The unidentified woman walked into the kitchen and found the bear standing six feet away, apparently surprising it, Vail police Sgt. Dan Torgerson said. The bear hissed at her and swatted her chest and arm, giving her some minor scratches. The woman then scared it off by yelling and clapping her hands.

Torgerson said the bear hissed again and then left through a side door.

“If the bear was trying to hurt her, it very easily could have,” he said. “I think it was just surprised.”

The woman then found a cub in her house and she pushed it out the door, Torgerson said.

That bear and cub are believed to be the same ones that entered another home and ate food off the kitchen counter. The owners refused to let wildlife officials set traps for bears in their homes.

No trash had been left outside at either home but a trash can was found outside on another street and it had apparently been rummaged through by a bear. That resident was cited.

Randy Hampton, a spokesman for the Colorado Division of Wildlife, said the bear has learned how to get food from humans and has taught its cub. If captured, he said the bear would be euthanized and its cub euthanized or relocated.

Encounters between humans and bears are more common as bears feed to prepare for hibernation during the winter. Right now bears spend about 20 hours a day eating about 20,000 calories — the equivalent of nearly 20 Big Mac meals.

T&S-Compare your feelings of finding a mouse versus finding a snake in your house?

T&S-Sequence what happened?

T&S-Analyze where the snake was.
T&S-Synthesize a strategy for dealing with the unexpected.
T&S-Infer why a python might be in the pipes?
* * * * *

T&S-Compare how she handled the situation to how you would handle the situation?

T&S-Analyze why the bear would be in her house?

T&S-Sequence the woman’s actions?

T&S-Synthesize-a series of steps to deal with an animal that has invaded your home?

T&S-Infer what might have happened if she had not been able to chase the bears out of her house?
Raccoon Blamed for Missing Homework

Sep 12 2006 7:40AM

LARGO, Fla. (AP) - Forget the timeworn excuse about the dog. Stephanie King told her music teacher that a raccoon was to blame for her missing homework.
      
"I explained that the raccoon fell from the ceiling in my bathroom and it ran into my bedroom," the 13-year-old seventh grader at Osceola Middle School told the St. Petersburg Times.
      
"Animal control came out to get it and they couldn't catch it and they said we couldn't go in my room."
      
Stephanie's grandmother vouched for her story Friday with school officials. "I told them she can't get her homework, her books, because everything is locked in the bedroom," Natalie King said.
      
The female raccoon and its babies crashed to the Kings' bathroom floor Wednesday night. Until then, the family didn't know the roof was leaking, much less that a family of raccoons was living in their ceiling.
      
The mother raccoon escaped into Stephanie's room. On Thursday night, it finally sauntered into the trap set by Pinellas County Animal Services officers, who picked up the critter the next morning.
* * * * * * 

Blind man to be sentenced for dangerous driving 

11 September 2006 

LONDON: A blind man who was convicted of dangerous driving after he admitted being behind the wheel of a car that touched 56.32kph in Oldbury, West Midlands, is due to be sentenced today. 

Omed Aziz, who lost his eyes after an explosion in his homeland of Iraq, was following instructions on where to steer and when to brake from a passenger who himself had been banned from driving. 

When police stopped the Peugeot 405 in April this year after it had erratically negotiated two traffic islands and a corner, Aziz's passenger explained that his friend was blind. 

When Aziz, who is also partially deaf, was asked to step out of the car and remove his sunglasses, the officer was surprised to see he did not have any eyes, Warley magistrates court heard earlier this month. 

In his defense 31-year-old Aziz, who also suffers from leg tremors and has only two fingers on his right hand, said he was testing his driving abilities. 

At an earlier hearing he had admitted driving with no MOT, no license and no insurance.
A&Y-Predict how the teacher will respond?

A&Y-Imagine what your house would look like in this situation?

A&Y-Hypothesize how this situation might have gone differently?

A&Y-Judge who is responsible for the missing homework ?

A&Y-Evaluate Why this excuse was used?
* * * * * *
A&Y-Infer why this man may have been willing to take this risk?

A&Y-Predict what will happen if he tries this again?

A&Y-Imagine what it would be like to be riding in this vehicle?

A&Y-Evaluate the possible impact of his driving on others.
A&Y-Hypothesize why you think he thought he might be able to drive?

Dancing cockatoo gets worldwide notice; rocks out to beat of Backstreet Boys

Published: Thursday, October 18, 2007 | 12:20 AM ET

Canadian Press: THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SCHERERVILLE, Ind. - Snowball the cockatoo can't get enough of the Backstreet Boys.

The 11-year-old medium sulphur-crested cockatoo lifts his legs, squawks and bobs his head, flashing his bright yellow crest to the beat of the boy band's "Everybody (Backstreet's Back)." He even takes a bow with a vigorous bob of his head at the end of the 1997 pop tune.

When Snowball was given to a bird rescue shelter a few months ago, the man included the CD and instructions to watch his reaction.

Irena Schulz said she almost fainted at the sight.

"I'm thinking, 'What on earth is this? This is unreal,"' said Irena, who runs Bird Lovers Only Rescue with her husband, Chuck.

The couple said they have been contacted by people from around the world who have watched Snowball on the video-sharing website YouTube.

The northwestern Indiana couple have more than 30 birds in their home and many are available for adoption. "He makes a great spokesbird for the rescue," Chuck Schulz said.

Snowball has found his permanent home.

"He's my baby," Irena Schulz said. "He will stay here and be loved."
* * * * * *

Swarm of Fleas Attack Police Officers

18 hours ago
SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — Four officers investigating a burglary were attacked, not by a fleeing burglar, but a swarm of fleas in a filth-ridden vacant house.

The tiny, biting attackers were so overwhelming that the South Bend patrolmen had to be decontaminated and ended up being sent home early from their shifts.

"They were all over the place — in our socks and even in our shorts. It was disgusting," said Cpl. Ken Stuart.

To avoid infesting their squad cars, the police station or relatives, Stuart, Cpl. Chris Slager and Patrolman Paul Strabavy endured a lengthy flea decontamination process.

A van took them back to the station, where the men showered with flea/lice shampoo and soap. A wife of one of the officers brought them spare clothes.

As many as seven officers helped with the decontamination on Sunday.

"The guys were very angry. The last thing they wanted to deal with was fleas," said Sgt. Chuck Stokes. "That killed the whole shift."

Stokes said the house's tenants had recently been evicted, but returned periodically to feed a dog tied up in the backyard and allowed it to run around inside the garbage-filled house.

OMO-Predict who might benefit from animals that are talented?

OMO-Infer what would be involved in training an animal like this to perform?

OMO-Evaluate the impact stories of rescued animals have on animal adoption?

OMO-Hypothesize the impact of music on animals?

OMO-Speculate why people are so drawn to animals that can perform?
* * * * * *

OMO-Evaluate under what circustances anger is justified ?

OMO-Hypothesize why people would choose to live in such an area?

OMO-Imagine what it would be like to feel like your skin is crawling?

OMO-Predict how it might feel to live somewhere that is infested?

OMO-Speculate how people might deal with justifed anger.
Surgeons Get Sweet On Honey To Heal Wounds Bee Product Never Spoils, Reduces Inflammation

POSTED: 10:54 am EDT October 19, 2007
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The supermarket may provide something that can help surgical wounds heal, according to a new review.

Researchers from the North West Wales National Health Service Trust say that patients should ask their doctors about putting honey on wounds to speed healing and fight infection.

Dr. Fasal Rauf Khan said honey was an ancient treatment for wound healing, and that it never spoils. But when effective antibiotics came into use in the 1940s, honey was dropped.

"Honey has a number of properties that make it effective against bacterial growth, including its high sugar content, low moisture content, gluconic acid -- which creates an acidic environment -- and hydrogen peroxide. It has also been shown to reduce inflammation and swelling," he said.

Researchers have also reported that applying honey can be used to reduce amputation rates among diabetes patients.

Studies have suggested that honey should be applied at regular intervals, from hourly to twice daily and that wounds can become sterile in three to 10 days.

"It is probably even more useful for healing the wounds left by laparoscopic surgery to remove cancers," Khan said.

He also said honey could gain favor because of concerns about pathogens gaining resistance to antibiotics.

RT-(stem)_______________
T&S-(stem)_______________
A&Y-(stem)_______________
OMO-(stem)_______________
Pig suckles baby tigers at Thailand zoo

Tue Apr 21, 2009 3:52pm IST

CHONBURI, Thailand (Reuters Life!) - A Thai zoo hoping to tame its tigers is letting a sow suckle a pair of cubs, while a tigeress takes care of some of her piglets.

The bizarre arrangement at the Sriracha Tiger Zoo in Chonburi is intended to accustom the prey and predators to one another, and make the tigers more docile, officials say.

It has also drawn thousands of tourists to the zoo, located some 80 km (50 miles) east of Bangkok.

"It is to calm the tigers' fierce behavior because the pig will not teach them to hunt or be wild. The pig will only lie down and feed them, so that could help calm their fierceness," said veterinarian Soonthon Kamvisek.

In one room, a two-year-old pig named Ple allows the tiger cubs to suckle along with her piglets. In the next room, the cubs' mother nuzzles six little pigs.

Both surrogate mothers are loving to their little ones and never push the babies away when they are hungry.

"It is weird as I have never seen it anywhere else before. It shows that whether they are pigs to tigers, they can still live together," said visitor Nanthiga Sangchan.

The zoo has successfully bred at least 50 tiger cubs a year, and it currently houses more than 400 Bengal tigers.

In Thailand, tigers are protected wildlife and cannot be owned without official permission.

(Reporting by Papitchaya Boonngok, writing by Miral Fahmy, editing by Sugita Katyal)

RT-(stem)_______________
T&S-(stem)_______________-
A&Y-(stem)_______________
OMO-(stem)_______________
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