Notes-Section 4 

Tone/Tone Words/2

tone
examples
the way feelings are expressed through the author’s words and details.

Holden Caulfield, has an undeniable tone in Catcher in the Rye. He is sarcastic, tough, and inquisitive. He also makes poignant observations through his rather biting tone. Some quotations from Holden are as follows:

· "Catholics are always trying to find out if you're Catholic."

· "People never believe you."

· "All morons hate it when you call them a moron."

Studying Holden certainly gives a large amount of insight into tone. Holden tends to speak sarcastically; however, he is making satirical statements about the nature of life. That is exactly what J.D. Salinger's purpose was. He wanted to write a coming of age narrative about a boy navigating through life alone and observing and criticizing the world around him. Through the establishment of Holden's tone, Salinger does just that.
Everyone is familiar with the stressed out mother yelling "Don't you use that tone of voice with me!" to her disobedient, sarcastic, or fresh son or daughter. The way in which someone voices a statement is exactly the definition of tone. If the mother asked "What are your plans for today?" the child could have responded "I'm going to the store." If the child said "I'm going to the store" in a simple, matter of fact way, he or she would not have elicited a scolding response from the mother. However, if the child responded with a whiney "I'm going to the store!" because he or she could simply not be bothered with answering the mother's question, then the entire meaning of the situation changes.

See how tone is a major manipulator of meaning? How someone says something entirely changes the situation. 
tone = speaker’s attitude

	POSITIVE TONE WORDS
	NEUTRAL 

(+, -,  or neutral)
	NEGATIVE TONE WORDS

	admiring

adoring

affectionate

appreciative

approving

bemused

benevolent

blithe

calm

casual

celebratory

cheerful

comforting

comic

compassionate

complimentary

conciliatory

confident

contented

delightful

earnest

ebullient

ecstatic

effusive

elated

empathetic

encouraging

euphoric

excited

exhilarated

expectant

facetious

fervent

flippant

forthright

friendly

funny

gleeful

gushy

happy


	hilarious

hopeful

humorous

interested

introspective 

jovial

joyful

laudatory

light

lively

mirthful

modest

nostalgic

optimistic

passionate

placid

playful

poignant

proud

reassuring

reflective

relaxed

respectful

reverent

romantic

sanguine

scholarly

self-assured sentimental

serene

silly

sprightly

straightforward

sympathetic

tender

tranquil

whimsical

wistful

worshipful

zealous


	commanding

direct

impartial

indirect

meditative

objective

questioning

speculative

unambiguous

unconcerned

understated


	       abhorring

acerbic

ambiguous

ambivalent

angry

annoyed

antagonistic

anxious

apathetic

apprehensive

belligerent

bewildered

biting

bitter

blunt

bossy

cold

conceited

condescending

confused

contemptuous

curt

cynical

demanding

depressed

derisive

derogatory

desolate

despairing

desperate

detached

diabolic

disappointed

disliking

disrespectful

doubtful

embarrassed

enraged

evasive

fatalistic

fearful

forceful

foreboding

frantic

frightened

frustrated

furious

gloomy

grave

greedy

grim

harsh

haughty

holier-than-thou

hopeless
	hostile

impatient

incredulous 

indifferent

indignant

inflammatory

insecure

insolent

irreverent

lethargic

melancholy

mischievous

miserable

mocking

mournful

nervous

ominous

outraged

paranoid

pathetic

patronizing

pedantic

pensive

pessimistic

pretentious

psychotic

resigned

reticent

sarcastic

sardonic

scornful

self-deprecating

selfish

serious

severe

sinister

skeptical

sly

solemn

somber

stern

stolid

stressful

strident

suspicious

tense

threatening

tragic

uncertain

uneasy

unfriendly

unsympathetic

upset

violent

wry



