Notes-Section 4    

Slang/1

slang

example

language used when talking to friends, but not in a classroom setting

Christine got an earful when she got home last night. Her parents lectured her about breaking curfews for more than an hour.
a)  an outpour of anger and complaints

(b)  a talk about her ear infection medicine

(c)  a talk about ears
If a teen has made a mistake, the phrase “my bad” is frequently employed as a cover. It means what it appears to mean: “I was bad!”

If something is “tope,” it’s cool to the teenage contingent. So what’s a tope? It’s a combination of “tight” and “dope,” both words meaning something that’s beyond cool.

So if you’re tope, you’re somewhere in the stratosphere of utter coolness.

Another example of a word that has morphed from one meaning to another is “busted.” To the grandparents of today’s teens, the word was simply slang for “broken.”

The last decade or so reinvented “busted” to mean someone was caught, probably doing something they shouldn’t. If a store detective saw you stealing a candy bar and nabbed you, you were simply “busted” (and probably in a lot of trouble).

“Busted” has changed yet again. This time, to say someone is busted is to mean they are ugly. It’s definitely not a flattering figure of speech! 

ankle biter – a derogatory term for an infant or small child
juiced – to be very excited or eager to do something

examples (continued)

If you’re “all emo,” it’s like being a drama queen (a slightly older expression.) Emo was a type of music that seemed to rip at the souls of adolescent angst. It frequently included wearing all black clothing, dying one’s hair pitch black, and having a complexion so paper white that it looked as if the teen had grown up in the basement.

To be emo was to be perpetually depressed, moody, and emotional, and perpetually at odds with society (even if it was nothing more than a pose.)

Some words in slang develop from meaning one thing, to meaning another. The word “ride” is of relatively recent origin. It was initially meant to mean a car, as in, “here’s my ride” (even if it’s not the teen’s car, any automobile that could carry him where he wanted to go deserved the title of “ride.”)

Apparently autos are in short supply, or teenagers have discovered the shoe leather express. The word “ride” has become more literal to this group: “How do you like my ride?” no longer means, “do you like my car?” Now it refers to sneakers (particularly of the brand name and expensive variety.)

off the hinges - "similar to off the hook, something is outstanding, great" (example. "Yo, that concert was off the hinges!")
warez - The de facto standard term for a piece of pirated software/music/movies copied from a friend or downloaded from the Internet. (example. This website has a huge abundance of warez on it!)

dot gone - unsuccessful internet company

props - "respect, recognition" (example. Gotta give that girl props for her web site...)
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