Notes-Section 4   

Personification/Point of View/1

personification

examples

a figure of speech which gives the qualities of a person to an animal, an object, or an idea. 

The waffle jumped up out of the toaster.


The run down house appeared depressed.

The first rays of morning tiptoed through the meadow.

The wind sang through the meadow.

The ocean danced in the moonlight.

A brave handsome brute fell with a creaking rending cry.
explanation: the author is giving a tree human qualities
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Point of View

First person: 

example

Second person: 

example

Third person: 

example

Omniscient: 

example

the perspective of the narrative voice; the pronoun used in narration
(I, me, my) includes the thoughts and perspective of one main character, who's telling his/her own story

As I walked up the hill, I realized that the atmosphere was just too quiet. There was no sound from the cardinal who was nearly always singing from the top of the maple tree. I thought I saw a shadow move high up on the slope, but when I looked again it was gone. Still, I shuddered as I felt a silent threat pass over me like a cloud over the sun.

(you) turns the reader into the character
As you walk up the hill, you realize that the atmosphere's just too quiet. There's no sound from the cardinal you know is almost always singing from the top of the maple tree. You think you see a shadow move high up on the slope, but when you look again it's gone. You shudder as you feel a silent threat pass over you. You feel cold, like a cloud just passed over the sun.

(he, she, it, them, they) includes the thoughts and perspective of one main character

As she walked up the hill, she realized that the atmosphere was just too quiet. There was no sound from the cardinal who she so often heard singing from the top of the maple tree. She thought she saw a shadow move high up on the slope, but when she looked again it was gone. Nevertheless, she shuddered as she felt a silent threat pass over her. It felt like a cloud creeping over the sun.

all-knowing; can include thoughts and perspective of all characters

The cardinal tipped his head back and drew breath to sing, but just as the first note passed his beak he heard the crack of a dead branch far below his perch high in the maple tree. Startled, he looked down, cocking his head to one side and watching with great interest while the man rattled the blades of grass as he tried to hide himself behind the tree. 
As the man saw her start up the hill, he moved quickly into the shelter of the huge old maple tree. If she saw him now, everything would be ruined.
She thought she saw a shadow move high up on the slope, but when she looked again it was gone.
The man thought if he could stay hidden until she came within range, she'd have to talk to him. Wouldn't she?
The girl shuddered as she felt a silent threat pass over her. It felt like a cloud creeping over the sun. 


