Notes-Section 4   

Metaphor/3

What is a Metaphor?

Why Use a Metaphor?

The inside of the car was a refrigerator.

The teenage boy's stomach was a bottomless pit.

The road was a ribbon of moonlight.

Tumbleweeds are the lost children of

the desert.
comparing two unlike things without using "like" or "as"

Speakers and writers use metaphors for several reasons:

· Metaphors can help readers or listeners to better understand something about the object or idea to which the metaphor is being applied.

· Metaphors can make speaking and writing more lively and interesting.

· Metaphors can communicate a great deal of meaning with just a word or a phrase.

· Metaphors, because they imply rather than directly state relationships, can get listeners and readers to think about what they are hearing or reading.

A refrigerator is very cold. In this example, "refrigerator" is a metaphor because it is being applied to "the inside of the car" to imply that the inside of the car was very cold.
A bottomless pit can never be filled. In this example, "bottomless pit" is a metaphor because it is being applied to "the teenage boy's stomach" to imply that his appetite could never be satisfied (that is, his stomach could never be filled).

The road is narrow band that is shining like the moon.
They move from place to place with no permanent location.
Examples of Metaphors

The teacher got to the bottom of the problem. 

My dad was boiling mad.

His idea was difficult to swallow. 

The homework was a breeze. 

They showered the birthday girl with gifts. 

My memory of the event is foggy. 

Her dog, Jake, was the sunshine of her life. 

Mary stole the spotlight with her performance. 

If I were you, I would steer clear of that topic. 

After graduating from college, William decided to market himself as a computer specialist. 

The toddler was a 
clinging vine on his 
mother.
Explanation

(This implies that the teacher got to the source of the problem.)

(This implies that my dad was very, very angry.)

(This implies that his idea was hard to accept.)

(This implies that the homework was very easy to do.)

(This implies that they gave the girl many gifts.)

Your answers

