Notes-Section 4  

Irony/2


irony
verbal irony
Examples
situational irony
Example
the contrast between what is expected or what appears to be and what actually is. (3 types-situational, verbal and dramatic)

when a character or the narrator says one thing but actually means another or events turn out opposite to what is expected to happen or what seems appropriate under the circumstances.

As you come in from a raging blizzard, you say, “Nice day, huh?”

A man believes he is the only human left on Earth; in despair he swallows sleeping tablets; just as he slops into unconsciousness, the telephone rings.

If you say, “Oh, I can hardly wait for that piano recital!” but are actually dreading this event, then you are speaking ironically.

We visit our friend in the hospital.  We know from his wife that the prognosis is bad, and also that our friend has been informed of his condition.  When we enter, we ask him how he's feeling.  "Well," he says, "I have been better."

 “This is my brilliant son, who failed out of college.”

Someone tells us of an occasion on which he told an off-color joke about a grandmother and then realized to his surprise that his own grandmother, a prim and proper lady, happened to be standing right behind him.  "I literally died," he says.

there is a contrast between what is expected and what actually happens in the story.

An old man turned ninety-eight.
He won the lottery and died the next day.
It's a traffic jam when you're already late.

situational irony (continued)
dramatic irony

Examples
If the president of Microsoft, Bill Gates, were to win a contest whose grand prize was a computer system, the irony would be situational because such a circumstance would appear ridiculous or "funny" for a number of reasons. Bill Gates doesn't need a computer, he runs the world's largest 
software company, and he's filthy rich, so winning a computer seems silly and "ironic".
This occurs when the audience or reader knows 
some important piece of information that a characters in the story does not.

Oedipus is a good example of dramatic irony, as the audience knows that he is the one guilty of the crime he seeks to punish. 

The Coyote and Road Runner cartoons.  The viewer knows what is going to happen to the coyote before he does…

In picture books, this may often be

shown through illustrations,


