Reading-Section 3                                                                            Inference/1

inference  

For instance, an observation may be... 'It was a hot day and Billy sweated, so he stripped to his shorts to get cool.'
An inference would be more like... 'Billy stood in the shade of a tree, that helped beat back some of the heat. He changed into his shorts and put sunscreen on his skin.'
example
The Senator admitted owning the gun that killed his wife.
act of making an educated guess based on the author's clues (see, hear, smell, taste or feel) and your background knowledge

An observation presents only the facts. We know it's a hot day because it states, 'it was a hot day and Billy sweated.'




In the inference example, there is nothing stated explicitly about it being a hot day. 

But the reader can infer that it's a hot day by the information presented, such as 'the shade of the tree beating back the heat; and Billy changed into his shorts and applied sunscreen.' All of the language strongly suggests that it is a hot day.
On the face of it, we have a simple statement about what someone said. Our understanding, however, includes much that is not stated. We find meaning embedded in the words and phrases. Unpacking that meaning, we can see that the Senator was married and his wife is now dead—although this is not actually stated as such. (In fact, the sentence is about an admission of gun ownership.) It is as though the single sentence contains a number of assertions: 

· There is a Senator.
· He owns a gun. 

· He is married. 

· His wife is dead. 

· That gun caused her death. 

· The Senator admitted owning that gun.
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Juan has asked Silvia to go to the dance.  Silvia tells him that she needs to wash her hair and walk the dog.
View this political cartoon.
Inference using an Illustration 

To the left we have an illustration featuring a rather dangerous looking character.
How do we know he's dangerous? 

Well, anybody who has electric sparks shooting from his fingertips, has eyes hidden by deepening brows and is decked out in flowing robes, complete with arcane symbols no less, is not someone I'd be pleased to tangle with. 


Some of the information we can deduce from this illustration is that the character is probably a wizard of some kind, has supernatural powers, and is possibly from a sword and fantasy story.
Your inference:
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Your inference:

