Notes-Section 4                                                               Connotation/Denotation/4                                                  

connotation

denotation

explanation

is the emotional and imaginative association surrounding a word. (Since everyone reacts emotionally to certain words, writers often deliberately select words that they think will influence your reactions and appeal to your emotions.)
the strict dictionary meaning of a word.

You may live in a house, but we live in a home. 

If you were to look up the words house and home in a dictionary, you would find that both words have approximately the same meaning- "a dwelling place." However, the speaker in the sentence above suggests that home has an additional meaning. Aside from the strict dictionary definition, or denotation, many people associate such things as comfort, love, security, or privacy with a home but do not necessarily make the same associations with a house. What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you think of a home? of a house? Why do you think that real-estate advertisers use the word home more frequently than house? The various feelings, images, and memories that surround a word make up its connotation. Although both house and home have the same denotation, or dictionary meaning, home also has many connotations.

Which word in each pair below has the more favorable connotation to you?

thrifty- penny-pinching
pushy - aggressive
politician - statesman
chef - cook
     slender - skinny

Which connotation is more positive?
1. Our trip to the amusement park was _____.

a) fine

b) wonderful 

2. _______ people rode on the roller coaster.

a) Brave

b) Foolhardy

3. We saw _____ animals in the animal house.

a) fascinating

b) weird 

4. Some of the monkeys made _____ faces.

a) hilarious

b) amusing

5. Everyone had a _____ on his or her face on the way home.

a) smile

b) smirk

Which connotation is more negative?
6. We bought _____ souvenirs at the amusement park.

a) cheap

b) inexpensive

 

7. I ate a _____ sandwich.

a) soggy

b) moist

 

8. Mike _____ us to go to the funny house.

a) nagged

b) reminded

 

9. I didn't like the _____ on the jester's face.

a) smirk

b) grin 

10. It made me feel _____.

a) uneasy

b) frightened

 

Which is the best answer?
 

11. Which is worth more? 

a) something old

b) something antique

 

12. Which is better?

a) to be skinny

b) to be slender

 

13. Which would you rather be called?

a) thrifty

b) cheap

 

14. Which would a vain person be more likely to do?

a) stroll

b) parade

 

15. Which is more serious?

a) problem

b) disaster

 

16. Which is more polite?

a) sip a drink

b) gulp it

 

17. Which would you be if you hadn't eaten for several days?

a) hungry

b) starving

 

18. Which would you be after a walk in the mud?

a) filthy

b) dirty
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