Notes-Section 4   

Conflict/1                                                     

conflict

There are two main kinds of conflict in stories: 

external 

A conflict is a struggle between opposing forces. (The plots of most stories centers around conflict.)
Conflict is necessary to every story. In short stories, there is usually one major conflict. In longer stories, there could be several conflicts. 

Conflict adds excitement and suspense to a story. The conflict usually becomes clear in the beginning of a story. As the plot unfolds, the reader starts to wonder what will happen next and how the characters will handle the situation. Many readers enjoy trying to predict the final outcome.

The excitement usually builds to a high point, or climax. The climax is the turning point of the story. Something has happened to resolve the conflict.
A struggle between a character and an outside force is an external conflict. Characters may face several types of outside forces. The outside force may be another character. It may be the character and the community. The outside force may also be forces of nature. For example, a story might be the main character struggling against the arctic cold. 

· Man against man 
(between two or more characters of the same kind. An example of this might be a fist fight between two people)

· Man against society
(main source of conflict is social traditions or concepts)

· Man against nature
(places a character against forces of nature)

· Man against destiny
(character attempts to break free of a predetermined path before him chosen without his knowledge)
· Man against technology/fantasy/machine
(character is pitted against elements outside of the natural realm)
internal.
Reading for Conflict.

As you read a story:
A struggle that takes place in a character's mind is called internal conflict. For example, a character may have to decide between right and wrong or between two solutions to a problem. Sometimes, a character must deal with his or her own mixed feelings or emotions. 

· Man against self.

(the main character in the story has a problem with him or herself)
1. identify the main characters

2. decide what problem (conflict) they face

3. look for steps they take to settle that conflict

4. see if the steps cause other conflict

5. watch for clues and try to predict what the characters will do

6. enjoy the buildup of suspense

7. put yourself in the story

8. decide if you would have solved the conflict in the same way
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