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character development

character traits

characterization

protagonist
antagonist

foil

the way in which a character changes over time or throughout the course of a fictional story.

details about how they look, feel and act. Identifying and understanding characters’ traits, emotions and motives help the reader understand the characters.

Major Characters

Almost always round or three-dimensional characters. They have good and bad qualities. Their goals, ambitions and values change. A round character changes as a result of what happens to him or her. A character who changes inside as a result of what happens to him is referred to in literature as a DYNAMIC character. A dynamic character grows or progresses to a higher level of understanding in the course of the story.
Minor Characters
Almost always flat or two-dimensional characters. They have only one or two striking qualities. Their predominant quality is not balanced by an opposite quality. They are usually all good or all bad. Such characters can be interesting or amusing in their own right, but they lack depth. Flat characters are sometimes referred to as STATIC characters because they do not change in the course of the story. 

The main character in the story

The character or force that opposes the protagonist
A character who provides a contrast to the protagonist.
CHARACTER TRAIT ADJECTIVES

	HONEST
	HAPPY
	BORING
	SAD
	TRUSTWORTHY

	Sincere
	Cheerful
	Uninteresting
	Gloomy
	Loyal

	Truthful
	Optimistic
	Typical
	Depressed
	Responsible

	Direct
	Positive
	Average
	Morose
	Dependable

	To-the-point
	Friendly
	Normal
	Worried
	Reliable

	Straight-forward
	Lively
	Tiresome
	Sullen
	Conscientious

	Frank
	Talkative
	Worrisome
	Grim
	Mature

	Natural
	Vivacious
	Tedious
	Glum
	Grown-up

	Naïve
	Jolly
	Dull
	Miserable
	Honest

	Innocent
	Joyful
	Unexciting
	Cheerless
	Upright

	Immature
	Blissful
	Bland
	Unhappy
	Steadfast

	Impulsive
	Glad
	Mind-numbing
	Forlorn
	True

	THOUGHTFUL
	ENERGETIC
	NERVOUS
	SILLY
	FRETFUL

	Caring
	Dynamic
	Anxious
	Goofy
	Difficult

	Sensitive
	Bold
	Worried
	Crazy
	Contrary

	Giving
	Daring
	Concerned
	Odd
	Complaining

	Altruistic
	Adventurous
	Fearful
	Insane
	Bitter

	Generous
	Courageous
	Helpless
	Ridiculous
	Sour

	Sacrificing
	Brave
	Dependent
	Obnoxious
	Cranky

	Inspirational
	Impulsive
	Afraid
	Ill-mannered
	Mean

	Heroic
	Unique
	Jumpy
	Mad
	Cruel

	Dedicated
	Original
	Scared
	Juvenile
	Agitated

	Persevering
	Charged
	Edgy
	Childish
	Questioning

	COLD
	STRICT
	DRIVEN
	SHY
	HORRIBLE

	Distant
	Demanding
	Ambitious
	Quiet
	Dreadful

	Frigid
	Uncompromising
	Stubborn
	Thoughtful
	Hateful

	Loner
	Austere
	Tenacious
	Reflective
	Disgusting

	Frosty
	Authoritative
	Persistent
	Reserved
	Grisly

	Bitter
	Stern
	Obsessed
	Introverted
	Horrific

	Icy
	Stubborn
	Passionate
	Timid
	Frightful

	Reserved
	Harsh
	Motivated
	Coy
	Unpleasant

	Aloof
	Stringent
	Single-minded
	Hesitant
	Gruesome

	
	
	Self-Worth : Honesty : Purpose : Respect : Love : Perseverance

Responsibility : Hope : Giving : Forgiveness : Humility : Self-Discipline


	
	



