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allusion
examples
Next thing is he’s clearing his throat and coughing into his fist and Gram is looking at the two of us and she gets this Gram-like-glow, like this is how it’s suppose to be, the way things always happen the  Wonder Years.

Lancelot used it, so did Sir Gawain, and for a time the Black Knight kept it on a chain next to his heart.

Was the Real Darth Vader as tall as this?

"I violated the Noah rule: predicting rain doesn't count; building arks does." (Warren Buffett)
Christy didn't like to spend money. She was no Scrooge, but she seldom purchased anything except the bare necessities".
A reference to a well-known person, place, event, literary work, or work of art.
The Wonder Years was a tv show where the family appeared to have this perfect life.

This is a reference to characters in the Legend of King Arthur who were known for their good deeds.

Darth Vader was an evil villain in the science fiction movie, Star Wars.

Noah was a man in the bible who builds an ark because God told him to prepare for lots of rain.

Did you spot the allusion to Scrooge? That name should bring to mind an image of someone who 'pinches pennies' and hoards money with a passion. But the allusion only works if the reader is familiar with Charles Dickens' story 'A Christmas Carol'.
You should now have some understanding of how allusion works. Let's see if you've really got it. Below you will find some characters and descriptions which might be referred to when writing something. Have a look: 

· Hamlet was a character from Shakespeare who had a difficulty making a decision.
· Falstaff was another of Shakespeare's characters who was a large jovial man with a keen wit.

· The Three Stooges were a comedy team of not-too-bright buffoons.

· Benedict Arnold was an American traitor.

· The 'cowardly lion' from the Wizard of Oz was a coward.

· Judas betrayed Jesus.

· Mother Teresa was a nun who selflessly devoted her life to caring for the poor and sick. 

· Don Quixote was a fictional hero; a dreamer who was always going on quests to try to accomplish impossible tasks. 

Your assignment is to write a few sentences or a short paragraph (or poem) that contain an allusion to one of the characters above, or to someone or something else you choose. Enter the paragraph below. 

