Word of the week 2011-2012


1.  pater, -    somebody’s father
 
patriotism noun love for one’s fatherland 

Many people show their patriotism by wearing red, white, and blue on our country’s day of independence; July fourth.

  
2.  peri-    “surrounding” “about” or “around”
 

perimeter noun the border or outer boundary of a two-dimensional figure
In math we need to know the perimeter of a rectangle. 

  
3.  pseudo- false  
 

pseudointellectual  a person who pretends an interest in the capacity for thinking and acquiring knowledge matters for reasons of status. 

Bart Simpson’s father Homer is not one to pretend to be a pseudointellectual.

 
4.  semi-  partly, not fully  
 
semitrailer–noun a detachable trailer for hauling freight, with wheels at the rear end, the forward end being supported by the rear of a truck tractor when attached.
Many companies use semitrailers to ship their products. 

5. spect  to see

inspect –verb to look carefully at or over; view closely and critically 

Inspect every part of the motor very carefully.
6.  theo-  a combining form meaning “god,” used in the 
formation of compound words

theologian–noun a person versed in theology, especially Christian theology; divine. 

Joseph Priestly was a noted theologian and scientist and was most widely known for his discovery of oxygen
7.  under-  to indicate place or situation below or beneath

understudy  –noun a performer who learns the role of another in order to serve as a replacement if necessary. 
Jose acted as an understudy for the lead role of the play.
8.  -ure  process or condition, or something resulting from 
an action

pressure  –noun the exertion of force upon a surface by an object, fluid, etc., in contact with it
Too much air pressure in the tire caused it to explode. 
9.  anti-  against  

antiviral adj.  Destroying or inhibiting the growth and reproduction of viruses.

Will there be enough antiviral drugs available for everyone during the swine flu epidemic?

10.  acid, acri-  bitter, sharp, sour, stinging

acidity : n. the quality of sourness

Tums and Rolaids are calcium sources used to reduce stomach acidity.
11.  ad-  “to” or “toward” and indicated direction, 
tendency, or addition

admonish v. to warn or notify of a fault; to reprove gently or kindly, but seriously; to exhort

The mother gently admonished her child about forgetting to take out the trash.
12.  anthrop-  human, man

anthropomorphic adj.  to transfer human characteristics on to an object, animal or machine

In the movie Wall-E, the little robot had anthropomorhpic characteristics. 
13.  -ary   of or relating to

arbitrary adj. subject to individual will or judgment without restriction; contingent solely upon one's discretion: an arbitrary decision.

Nobody made him do it. His decision was completely arbitrary.
14. astro-  star, celestial body

astrology n. the study that assumes and attempts to interpret the influence of the heavenly bodies on human affairs. 


I don't believe that astrology is in any way meaningful.
15. aud-  sound

audiophile n. somebody who has an enthusiasm for sound reproduction, especially high-fidelity music recordings

Many students at Canton are audiophiles.  As soon as they leave school they are listening to music on their MP3 players.
16.  bin-    a combining form meaning “two,” “two at a time,”

biceps n. large muscle fastened in two places
He's not going to be the next action hero so he doesn't really need a six pack and bulging biceps.

17.  calor-  heat

caloric  adj.- like heat; giving off heat
Add almost an hour of exercise per day, and your caloric needs go up to 2700 calories or more.
18.  cata-    a prefix meaning “down,” “against,” “back,” 

cataclysm  n.-  A downward sweep of water; flood; disaster
But everyone was just so glad to be alive and to have survived the cataclysm that became known as the Great War.

19.  -cide  to cut down, kill

genocide- killing large groups of people (like a race of people)

This is the role of war, or at least of organized military force, in halting genocide and other violence against civilians.

20.  circ, circum-  to go around

circulate v. to go from person to person or from place to place; specif.,

Food cooks more quickly and efficiently in ovens when air can circulate freely.

21.  corp-   The human body, whether living or dead

corporation n. any group of persons united or regarded as united in one body.
Procter & Gamble are a multi billion dollar multi-national animal testing corporation.

22.  cred-  to believe

incredulous  adj. not inclined to believe
The players exchange incredulous looks, possibly wondering if they're being paid enough.

23.  dorm-  to sleep

dormancy n. state of being static; motionless

Once the spring bulbs enter dormancy, the time is right to dig up the bulbs if needed.

24.  epi-  upon, over

epidemic n. a spreading among the people; as, a disease that is contagious
A very serious epidemic of cholera struck Welshpool in 1848 causing many deaths.

25.  eu-    good, well

eulogy n. words of praise, especially for the dead

This Saturday, I have been asked to deliver the eulogy at his memorial service at St Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh.

26.  flex - To bend  

flexibility adj.-capable of being bent, usually without breaking; easily bent

His extraordinary flexibility and apparent double jointedness made him a natural contortionist.
27.  helio-  a combining form meaning “sun,”

heliotrope n. a plant which turns to the sun

Dark purple heliotrope are flowering in pots, and I've also bought purple petunias as bedding plants this year.

28.  hydra, hydro-   a combining form meaning “water,” 

hydrate adj. acting by water power

All of us should aim to drink at least 2 liters of fluid a day to keep our bodies fully hydrated.

29.  -ive  tending to or performing, affirmative adj. tending to agree

An affirmative vote of at least two thirds of members present shall be required for adoption.

30.  macro-  adj. very large in scope or scale 
macro photography n taking close-up pictures of very small objects or larger objects usually photographed from a distance. 

You can practice macro photography inside on rainy days when you can't take pictures of anything else.
31.  mal-  meaning “bad,” “wrongful,” “ill,”

maladroit adj. clumsy; awkward; inept

His maladroit assembly of the dresser was evident in the ill fit of the drawers.
32.  mar-, mari-    marine, ocean

marine adj. relating to the sea

Hundreds of marine turtles lay eggs here every year and the broad shore is now protected.

33.  micro-  extremely small

microbe n. a minute organism; a germ

Our immune system protects us from disease, destroying invading microbes with a swarm of attacking cells.

34.  mid-   middle

midday n the middle part of the day; noon
Post offices are open from 8 am to 7 pm and from 8 am to midday on Saturdays.

35.  mono-  one

monarch n. the ruler of an empire

By the time of her Golden Jubilee, Victoria had become the most popular monarch Britain has ever had.

36.  -ness   State; quality; condition; degree

absurdness adj. utterly or obviously senseless, illogical, or untrue; contrary to all reason or common sense; laughably foolish or false

The absurdness of the situation had her laughing.  There was the “lost” baby sleeping under the bed.
37.  ob-   a prefix meaning “toward,” “to,” “on,” “over,” “against,”  inverse
 
obligated-  verb-to pledge, commit, or bind (funds, property, etc.) to meet an obligation. 

Pamela didn’t want to babysit on Friday, but she felt obligated to help her parents.
  
38.  omni-   means “all,
 
omnivorous-adj. eating all kinds of food, such as animals and plants.
An omnivorous animal eats all kinds of food plants, meats, nectar, fruit, insects, you name it.
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