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	Pattern
	Description
	Cue Words (signal words)
	Graphic Organizer

	Description
	The author describes a topic by listing characteristics, features, attributes and examples
	· for example 

· characteristics 

· for instance 

· such as 

· is like 

· including 

· to illustrate 
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The Blond Guitar

My most valuable possession is an old, slightly warped blond guitar--the first instrument I taught myself how to play. It's nothing fancy, just a Madeira folk guitar, all scuffed and scratched and finger-printed. At the top is a bramble of copper-wound strings, each one hooked through the eye of a silver tuning key. The strings are stretched down a long, slim neck, its frets tarnished, and the wood worn by years of fingers pressing chords and picking notes. The body of the Madeira is shaped like an enormous yellow pear, one that was slightly damaged in shipping. The blond wood has been chipped and gouged to gray, particularly where the pick guard fell off years ago. No, it's not a beautiful instrument, but it still lets me make music, and for that I will always treasure it.
Descriptive Text – Example 1

There are __________________ kinds of ____________________.  The first 
kind of ________________________ is________________________________. 

It_______________________________________________________________.

The second one is _________________________________________________.  

It ______________________________________________________________.

The third kind is ___________________________________________________.  
It ______________________________________________________________.

Now you can recognize the __________________ kinds of ________________.
Descriptive Text – Example 2

_________________________________ have several specific characteristics.  One characteristic is _______________________________________________.

Another key characteristic is the ____________________________________, which influences how_______________________________________________.  

Another important trait is __________________________________________. This is important because ___________________________________________.  

	Pattern
	Description
	Cue Words (signal words)
	Graphic Organizer

	Sequence 
	The author lists items or events in numerical or chronological sequence, either explicit or implied 
	• first 

• second 

• third 

• later 

• next 

• before 

• then 

• finally 

• after 

• when 

• later 

• since 

• now 

• previously 

• actual use of dates 


	1.__________________ 

2.__________________ 

3.__________________ 

4.__________________
5.__________________

6.__________________

7.__________________

8.__________________ 


Sequence 

Chocolate cake with vanilla/almond frosting provides a tasty treat for any occasion. Follow the directions for making any flavor of chocolate cake. While the cake bakes in the oven, prepare a box of vanilla frosting mix added with roasted and buttered almond slivers. Evenly coated in melted butter the almond slivers toast in a hot skillet for approximately ten minutes. Thoroughly toast the slivers without turning them crispy. Cool the toasted almonds and set aside a handful for the final touch. Fold the almonds into the vanilla frosting, and after covering the cake, sprinkle a handful of toasted almonds on the top. After serving this desert to your guests they generally ask for the recipe of your chocolate/vanilla/almond cake. Now you have the opportunity to smile and... 
Sequence Text – Example 1

Here is how a ________________________________________________ is made.  

First, ___________________________________________________________.  

Second, _________________________________________________________.  

Next,____________________________________________________________.

Then, ___________________________________________________________.  

Finally, __________________________________________________________.
Sequence Text - Example 2

Here are the steps to follow to ___________________________________________.

First, _______________________________________________________________.  

Second, ____________________________________________________________.  

Next, _______________________________________________________________.

It’s important to remember to____________________________________________.The last step is to ____________________________________________________.  

By following these steps, you’ll be able to __________________________________.
	 Comparison/Contrast 
	Information is presented by detailing how two or more events, concepts, theories, or things are alike and/or different 
	• however 

• nevertheless 

• on the other hand 

• but 

• similarly 

• although 

• also 

• in contrast 

• different 

• alike 

• same as 

• either/or 

• in the same way 

• just like 

• just as 

• likewise 

• in comparison 

• where as 

• yet 
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Compare/contrast

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/exploring-compare-contrast-structure-54.html
Comparison and Contrast Text – Example 1

________________________ and ________________________ are similar in several ways.  They both ________________________ ___________________.  

They also _______________________________________________________. 

Finally, both ______________________________________________________.  

Because of these similarities, we can __________________________________.

Comparison and Contrast Text – Example 2

________________________ and ________________________ are different in 

several ways.  One difference is that ___________________________, while on 

the other hand __________________________________.  Another way they 
differ is _________________________________________________________. 

In addition, ____________________, however, __________________________. 
In contrast, _______________________________________________________.

These differences help us to see______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________.
	Pattern
	Description
	Cue Words (signal words)
	Graphic Organizer

	Cause and Effect 
	The author presents ideas, events in time, or facts as causes and the resulting effect(s) or facts that happen as a result of an event. 
	•  if/then 

• reasons why 

• as a result 

• therefore 

• because 

• consequently 

• since 

• so that 

• for 

• hence 

• due to 

• thus 

• this led to 
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Cause/Effect


Ex. 1  The ocean's delicate coral reefs are affected by changes caused by humans. To illustrate, dumping waste products and garbage in the sea results in changes in the natural environment. Due to these changes the ocean becomes polluted, and as a consequence, coral reefs are damaged. When the ocean becomes extensively polluted, coral reefs die.
Ex. 2  Good health is affected by a balanced diet. On the other hand, if we do not eat well, this could cause problems and we could become very sick. For instance, if our diet lacks Vitamin A, blindness may result. Many problems affecting the skin and the teeth are due to a lack of Vitamin C. When our diet contains recommended amounts of Vitamin A and C, however, our ability to fight diseases like cancer is greatly affected. So it makes sense to eat well because this results in a longer and healthier life.
Cause and Effect Text – Example 1

Because of ______________________, ____________________________________.  

_______________________ caused _______________________________________.  

Therefore ____________________________________________________________.  

Finally, due to ______________________, __________________________________.  

This explains why ______________________________________________________.

Cause and Effect Text – Example 2

The cause of _____________________________is not easy to define. Some people 

think the cause is _____________________________________________________.  

Others believe the main cause is _________________________________________.  

Understanding the cause of ____________________________ is important because

____________________________________________________________________.
Cause and Effect Text – Example 3

The effects of _____________________________________ are significant because 

___________________________________________________________________. 

One effect of _______________________ is _______________________________.  

Another result is ______________________________________________________.  

Because of these outcomes, it important that ________________________________.   
	Pattern
	Description
	Cue Words (signal words)
	Graphic Organizer

	Problem and Solution 
	The author presents a problem and one or more solutions to the problem 
	• problem is 

• dilemma is 

• if/then 

• because 

• so that 

• question/answer 

• puzzle is solved 
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Should dangerous sports be banned? Yes!

Millions of people play sport every day, and, inevitably, some suffer injury or pain. Most players and spectators accept this risk. However, some people would like to see dangerous sports such as boxing banned. This essay will examine some of the reasons for banning certain sports.

Some sports are nothing but an excuse for violence. Boxing is a perfect example. The last thing an increasingly violent world needs is more violence on our television. The sight of two men (or even women) bleeding, with faces ripped open, trying to obliterate each other is barbaric. Other sports, such as American football or rugby, are also barely-concealed violence.

Some people argue that the players can choose to participate. However this is not always the case. Many boxers, for example, come from disadvantaged backgrounds. They are lured by money or by social or peer pressure and then cannot escape. Even in richer social groups, schools force unwilling students to play aggressive team sports, claiming that playing will improve the students' character (or the school's reputation), but in fact increasing the risk of injury.

Even where people can choose, they sometimes need to be protected against themselves. Most people approve of governments' efforts to reduce smoking. In the same way, governments need to act if there are unacceptably high levels of injuries in sports such as football, diving, mountaineering, or motor-racing.

I accept that all sports involve challenge and risk. However violence and aggression should not be permitted in the name of sport. Governments and individuals must act to limit brutality and violence, so that children and adults can enjoy and benefit from sport.
Problem and Solution Text – Example 1

· Sentence 1—tells who had the problem and what the problem is

· Sentence 2—tells what action was taken to try to solve the problem

· Sentence 3—tells what happened as a result of the action taken

___________________________________________ had/was/is a problem because ___________________________________________________________.

Therefore, ___________________________________________________________

As a result, _________________________________________________________.

Problem and Solution Text – Example 2

The problem of _______________________________ really boils down to the issue of____________________________________.  In the past, the common solution was to ____________________________________________.  However, this was only effective in terms of ____________________________________.  There are now other solutions that might work.  One option would be to ______________________.  This would__________________________________.  Another option would be to _____________________________________.  This is ideal because ___________________________________________.  These possible solutions are worth considering if we are to solve this issue in the near future. 
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