Swisher impressed with Wrigley
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CHICAGO - More than three hours before the first pitch, Nick Swisher stepped out of the dugout and surveyed the ivy covered landscape. Then, he headed to the plate and took a few imaginary swings, like a kid acting out a baseball dream.

Swisher was living one.

The White Sox's outfielder and first baseman, he was about to make his first appearance at Wrigley Field and couldn't hide his excitement. His dad Steve was a catcher who got drafted by the White Sox and played for the Cubs in the 1970s, but Nick Swisher had never visited the old ballpark until Friday.

"I think the biggest thing is I walked out for the first time and just kind of stopped, looked around. Not only that, but being in the same stadium my father played in, the same field - I think that's a wonderful thing," Swisher said. "This is going to be an awesome weekend."

With his father expected in town for the weekend series with the Cubs, Swisher made a diving stop on Ronny Cedeno's grounder and flipped to first to end the fifth. Then, he led off the sixth with a double to the left-field corner.

It was a big day for the Swishers. And a big day for Chicago baseball fans.

Suddenly, the word "first" is getting as much use as the El trains in the Second City. With both teams leading their divisions, fans hope this series and the three-game set at U.S. Cellular Field next weekend are a prelude to the first all-Chicago World Series since 1906, which the White Sox won in six games.

This series marks the first time the teams have met while in first place since interleague play started in 1997, and it's the latest they've been at the top of their divisions simultaneously since Sept. 9, 2003. The Cubs won the NL Central and were within five outs of the pennant before falling apart against Florida in the NLCS, while the White Sox finished second to Minnesota in the AL Central that year.

They won the World Series in 2005, ending an 88-year drought, while the Cubs are searching for their first championship since 1908.

"It's actually fun this year because both are doing well and both have good teams," said Rick Tele, a White Sox fan from suburban Elk Grove, Ill.

Justin Kaczmarski, a Cubs fan from Highland, Indiana, said having both teams in first is "huge especially because it's at Wrigley."

"We've been waiting a long time for this," Kaczmarski said. "It's very exciting."

Nick Swisher couldn't contain his excitement.

While White Sox manager Ozzie Guillen again derided Wrigley as an outdated ballpark where "the rats are bigger than pigs" in the batting cage, Swisher used one word to describe his initial impression.

"Awesome," he said.

Growing up, he Swisher heard countless stories from his father, but vowed not to visit Wrigley unless he was playing.

"I always told him the only way I was going to come here was if I ever played in it, so I'm getting that opportunity, too, today," Swisher said.

He did catch a glimpse not too long ago, when he drove along Waveland Avenue. The street runs beyond the left-field bleachers, and he didn't see the famous sign above the main entrance at the corner of Clark and Addison let alone the ivy.

