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Violin prodigy does not pass up practice time
By TIM KANE – tkane@kcchronicle.com

	

	Arianna Smith, 15, withdrew from public school after seventh grade and has since been home-schooled so she can devote more time to her music. (Tim Kane – tkane@kcchronicle.com)


ST. CHARLES – Fifteen-year-old Arianna Smith was bummed when she found out her gig at Carnegie Hall this weekend was canceled for lack of funding.

But Arianna’s spirits quickly were buoyed thinking about the call she recently received from Yitzhak Perlman, confirming that she got into his violin camp this summer at Shelter Island, New York.

Simply put, music is her life. 

Arianna, of St. Charles, is a viola player for the Aurelia String Quartet, a foursome of musical prodigies from the Evanston-based Music Institute of Chicago. 

The fabulous foursome won the top prize at the Fischoff Chamber Music Competition – considered the premier event for junior classical musicians – which was held Sunday at the University of Notre Dame.

Smith travels all over the U.S. performing and studying chamber music. She has also performed in Switzerland, Scotland and Costa Rica. 

A straight-A student, Smith withdrew from Thompson Middle School to be home schooled after seventh grade. 

She did it so she could devote more time to playing music. 

She practices the violin and viola for five hours a day. She breaks up each of the five practice sessions with hourlong sessions of math, English, writing and science.

Arianna’s mother, Susanne Smith, said that her daughter had to skip going on a prom date to St. Charles North High School because she had to perform at a concert. 

“It can be a hectic schedule,” Susanne Smith said.

In fact, it seems as if all Arianna’s Friday and Saturday nights are nearly always booked. 

“I missed the prom, don’t go to football games, don’t dance,” Arianna Smith said. “I’m always busy.”

But she added that she is also happy and wouldn’t change a thing. 

Her mother said she still keeps in contact with friends and past classmates – now sophomores at St. Charles North High School. 

“They hang out together and text-message one another,” Susanne Smith said, “what girls do.”

Listen yourself

Watch the Aurelia String Quartet perform on You Tube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQzuaJLeSek (Smith is the third from the left)



