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Tip 1: Understand how words are made.
1._______________________________  

2._______________________________

Tip 2: The meanings of roots and affixes can help you approximate the meaning of a word.

	ambi-
	both

	dis-
	the opposite of, not

	il-
	against, not

	im-
	in, within, toward, on

	in-
	the opposite of

	mis-
	badly, wrong, not

	non-
	the opposite of, not

	pre-
	in front of, before

	un-
	the opposite of, not


3._______________________________

Tip 3:  Learn to use your dictionary to find root meanings.

4.______________________________________________________________________

Tip 4:  Start learning roots by dissecting the words you already know.

5.  Complete the list using your existing knowledge and a dictionary
	Roots & Affixes
	Meaning
	Example
	Definition of Example

	anti
	opposite
	 
	 

	astro
	 
	astrology
	the study of stars

	calor
	heat
	 
	 

	-cide
	cut, kill
	germicide
	 

	corp
	body
	corporal
	 

	cred
	 
	credible
	believable

	dorm
	 
	dormitory
	sleeping quarters

	epi-
	upon, over, besides
	 
	 

	eu-
	well, good
	eulogy
	 

	flex
	 
	flexible
	able to be bent

	macro-
	large
	macrocosm
	 

	mar, mari
	 
	submarine
	a ship that goes beneath the sea

	micro-
	small
	 
	 

	mono-
	 
	monomania
	fixation on one idea

	peri-
	around
	 
	 

	pseudo-
	false
	pseudonym
	 

	semi-
	 
	semicircle
	half a circle

	-ure
	act, condition, process
	exposure
	 


6._________________________________

7._________________________________

8._________________________________

9._________________________________

Tip 5:  Know your numbers
	Number
	Prefix

	1
	uni, mono

	2
	duo, di, bi

	3
	tri

	4
	quat, quad

	5
	pent, quint

	6
	hex, sex

	7
	sept

	8
	oct

	9
	nona, nov

	10
	deca

	13
	triskaideka

	  1/10
	deci

	1/100
	centi

	1/1000
	milli

	1000
	kilo


Math Prefixes
	Root 
	Meaning
	Examples

	angle
	angle, corner
	triangle, quadrangle, pentangle

	gon
	side
	pentagon, hexagon, octagon

	meter
	measurement
	diameter, geometry, millimeter


10.________________________________

11.________________________________

Tip 6:  Stay alert!
12._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.________________________________

Tip 7:  Don’t be afraid to guess

14.________________________________

15.  Use guesswork and your knowledge of the words given as examples to complete the following list.  Use a dictionary to check your answers.

	Root
	Meaning of Root
	Examples

	auto
	 
	autobiography, autograph

	bibl
	 
	Bible, bibliography

	dic, dict
	 
	dictate, predict

	civ
	 
	civic, civilian

	lit, liter
	 
	literature, literal

	nym
	 
	antonym, synonym

	scrib, script
	 
	manuscript, describe, scribble


