Basic Concepts: Early American Indian Literature 
"American Indian Literature" is a misnomer, since "literature," as it is defined conventionally, flowers only in the twentieth century.  In the nineteenth century and earlier, indigenous narrative belongs almost exclusively to the oral tradition, featuring the passing along of sacred tales, ritual language, and legends from generation to generation over centuries.  
. 
Very little was recorded of Indian speeches, stories, or oral ritual in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  Interest in collecting Indian traditional narrative evolved slowly in the nineteenth century as more and more European settlers and their progeny moved westward.  Much more attention is now being given to the recovery and transmission of early Indian records and communications. 

Native American Legend Links

Research a Native American Legend.  Present it to the class in a creative way.  Format could be a storyboard, children’s book, skit, puppet show etc.

http://www.ac.wwu.edu/~skywise/legends.html
http://www.ilhawaii.net/~stony/loreindx.html
http://www.indianlegend.com/
http://racerelations.about.com/cs/legends/
http://www.kstrom.net/isk/mainmenu.html
http://www.earthbow.com/native/frames.htm
http://www.planetozkids.com/oban/legends.htm
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~farmeranderwinfamilies/legends.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/zitkala-sa/stories/stories.html
http://www.butterflies.com/legends.htm
http://www.theoutlaws.com/indians.htm
http://www.ocbtracker.com/ladypixel/legend.html
http://www.ewebtribe.com/NACulture/stories.htm
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/LinIndi.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ca/Indian/stories.html
http://www.newigwam.com/johnonion.html
http://www.crystalinks.com/nativeamer.html
